
OLVER ANNOUNCES FEDERAL APPROVAL FOR TURNERS FALLS COMMUNITY-BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC FOR VETERANS

  

 Washington, DC – Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District)                announced today that he was successful in obtaining federal approval                for a new Community-Based Outpatient Clinic for veterans in Franklin                County. The new clinic will be located in Turners Falls and veterans                will no longer have to travel to Leeds for outpatient care.

"Many veterans and veterans service providers in my district have                been adversely impacted by the funding cuts over the last five years.                Our veterans in Massachusetts deserve high quality, accessible health                care," Olver said. "They have served our country honorably in our                times of need, and now we must serve them in their time of need.                That is why creating this veterans health clinic in Franklin County                is so important."

The clinic will be funded by the Veterans Administration Medical                Center (VAMC) in Leeds. The VAMC first had to jump through several                hoops in order to get the project approved and moving forward. First,                the VAMC needed to provide a business plan to the Veterans Integrated                Service Network (VISN 1 office) of New England. Once approved, the                plan was then sent to both the Veterans Health Administration and                the VA-HUD Appropriations subcommittee for final approval. Rep.                Olver was contacted by the VAMC and asked to monitor the process                 and use his position on the Appropriations Committee to ensure the                plan was approved.

The VA is currently undergoing a national reorganization of its                health services and networks. The new Community-Based Outpatient                Clinics are part of this reorganization initiative and the VA plans                to establish more Outpatient Centers throughout New England.

The (VAMC) in Leeds will be responsible for setting up and overseeing                the clinic. The VAMC will be sending out request for bids for its                operation. Those bids will be going out shortly, and the new clinic                is expected to be open in six months.

Bruce Gordon, Director of the VAMC in Leeds noted, "The Medical                Center faces complex challenges of increasing service to veterans                while at the same time increasing operational efficiencies. The                Community-Based Outpatient Clinic slated for Turners Falls will                help accomplish that goal."

Gordon said that the VA has shifted its focus from a hospital-centered                model to a patient-centered, community-based model as a way for                improving access, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for                veterans. "Our new emphasis on community-based programs has resulted                in this tremendous opportunity to expand care to veterans in Franklin                County," Gordon continued.

The project start-up costs are approximately $39,050 and the operating                costs are expected to run $157,200 annually. The Department of Veterans                Affairs predicts that over 400 veterans in Franklin County will                use the clinic for primary care needs. For more information on the                new clinic, please contact Joanne Carney, public relations officer                for VAMC Leeds at 413-582-3005.
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